
© 2014, Susan Goss Johnston TV-TMG March Assignment Page 1 

THE MANY MARRIAGES OF BENJAMIN CLARK PEARMAN AND 

MARIA (CASE) (DEATHERAGE) (FRY) (PEARMAN) RANDLE 

The 1910 federal census is unique among United States censuses in asking married couples 

whether or not they had been married more than once. Instructions to census enumerators clearly 

state that “for married persons, inquire whether they have been married before, and if this is the first 

marriage, write “M1,” but if this is the second or subsequent marriage, write “M2” (meaning 

married more than once).”
1
 Lona Machler, nineteen-year-old enumerator for Litchfield, 

Montgomery Co., Illinois’ enumeration district no. 99, did not follow these instructions.
2
 Rather 

than restricting herself to M1 or M2 entries, she entered the exact number of marriages for each 

person in her district. B. C. Pearman, age 84 and married five times, was the most often married 

person in that district. His 45-year-old wife, Maria, was one of only five persons in the district 

married three times.
3
 How did this couple’s previous six marriages end? 

Maria Case married Joseph E. Deatheridge on 13 September 1883 in Sangamon Co., Illinois. It 

was the first marriage for both of them.
4
 Joseph, a Civil War soldier who had been a private in 

Company E, 133
rd
 Illinois Volunteer Infantry, drowned “while seining in the South fork of the 

Sangamon River" on 9 July 1893.
5
 Over the next thirty-plus years, as her marital status changed, 

Maria would apply and reapply for pensions. These various applications clearly document her 

several marriages. Joseph’s death in 1893 left Maria with two small children: Mary Edith, age four, 

and Harry Lee, age one.
6
 She remained Joseph’s widow for two years, but remarried, 16 July 1895, 

in Sangamon County, Robert S. Fry.
7
 The couple had a daughter, Marie Grace, born in Divernon, 

Sangamon Co., on 28 March 1896.
8
 This marriage didn’t last long after Marie’s birth. In the 

January term of the Litchfield City Court, Maria Fry filed for divorce complaining that her husband 

“has subsequently to his marriage with the complainant wilfully deserted and absented himself from 

the complainant without any reasonable cause for the space of two years prior to the filing of thie 

bill in this cause and that the defendant is a person wholly unfit to have the care custody control or 
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education of children.” Robert S. Fry did not contest the charges and the divorce decree was filed 23 

January 1899.
9
 

In Hillsboro, Montgomery Co., Illinois, on 19 August 1905, Maria (Case) (Deatherage) Fry 

married B.C. Pearman.
10
 The newspaper announcement of this wedding highlighted the multiple 

marriages each partner brought to the union. 

Litchfield, Ill., Aug. 22. - B. C. Pearman, aged 70, and Mrs. Maria Fry, aged 41, both 

of this place, were married at the First M. E. parsonage at Hillsboro last evening, the 

Rev. P. C. Parson, pastor, officiating. It is the groom's fifth adventure upon the 

matrimonial sea, while it is the bride's fourth [sic] conjugial experience. They will 

take up their residence in the south part of this city, where the bride owns a home.
11
 

Benjamin Clark Pearman, the “oldest man of Litchfield,” died there on 29 August 1921, at the 

age of 95 years, 6 months and 26 days old.
12
 This fifth marriage was his last – and possibly his 

longest. 

Ben C. Pearman, a native of Kentucky, married first Sarah Eliza Elliott, daughter of Thomas and 

Sarah Elliott. This marriage probably took place about 1851 in or near Grayson Co., Kentucky. 

Tragically, this marriage ended when Sarah, only 23 years of age, died on 12 February 1854 of 

childbirth complications one week after the birth of their first known child, Charles Winfield, in 

Grayson County.
13
 

Ben remarried on 10 July 1855, in Grayson Co., a young mother of two girls, Sarah Jane 

(Atterbury) Smith.
14
 The couple’s first child was a daughter, Sarah Eliza, born 5 July 1857.

15
 Soon 

after this birth, the blended family left Grayson County and settled in Montgomery Co., Illinois.
16
 

Sarah’s untimely death on 7 June 1869, in Litchfield, left Ben with four children at home ranging in 

age from four years to fifteen years.
17
 He married for the third time, Mrs. Mary M. Putnam, 15 
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February 1870, in Montgomery County.
18
 The couple had two children; the second, Edward, died 6 

September 1873 when only eleven days old. His mother soon followed him, dying in 1874. She was 

33 years old.
19
 

Left a widower for the third time, Ben soon remarried, 24 December 1874, Miss Lena 

Woodman.
20
 Ben was almost 49 years of age; Lena was only twenty. The couple had at least five 

children within the next ten years: Benjamin C., Enos R. (died at ten days of age), Stella M., Keith 

W., and Clark E. Sometime soon after Clark’s birth, 12 November 1883 in Hillsboro, Montgomery 

Co., the couple separated.
21
 Keith lived with Ben; the rest of the children with their mother. By 

1900, the couple had divorced.
22
 Ben’s fifth marriage, noted as such in the 1910 census, was to 

fellow divorcée, Maria (Case) (Deatherage) Fray, and this marriage lasted until his death, sixteen 

years later. He is buried in Litchfield in Elmwood Cemetery. The lot is marked with a large family 

stone listing Ben, wives Sarah J. (1834-1869) and Mary M. (1841-1874), son William (1859-1888), 

and five infants who died between the ages of ten days and five months.
23
 

Maria’s marrying days were not over. On 10 October 1929, she married for the fourth time, 

Isaac L. Randle, whose wife of forty years, Elvira (Tosh) Randle, had died less than a year before.
24
 

Maria died 11 January 1937 in Montgomery County. She is buried in Brush Creek Cemetery in 

Divernon, Sangamon Co., Illinois, under a stone she shares with her first husband, Joseph 

Deatherage. No mention is made of any of her subsequent husbands.
25
 

In addition to the eight marriages directly involving Benjamin Clark Pearman and Maria Case, 

several of their respective spouses were married more than once: Sarah Jane (Atterbury) (Smith) 

Pearman, twice; Mary M. (Putnam) Pearman, probably twice; Lena (Woodman) (Pearman) DeHunt, 

twice;
26
 and Isaac L. Randle, twice. Tennessee-born Robert S. Fry’s marriage to Maria was his 

third, making a grand total of at least fourteen marriages surrounding this title couple.
27
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